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The Background:

 
When one is asked to consider the question "What makes a person intelligent?" the most common responses will often note a person's ability to solve problems, utilize logic, and think critically. These typical traits of intelligence are sometimes lumped together under the label of "raw intelligence." A person's intelligence, traditionally speaking, is contained in his or her general intellect - in other words, how each and every one of us comprehend, examine, and respond to outside stimuli, whether it be to solve a math problem correctly or to anticipate an opponent's next move in a game of tennis. Our intelligence, therefore, is our singular, collective ability to act and react in an ever-changing world. 

 
Almost two decades ago in 1983, Howard Gardner shook the foundation of educational psychology and intelligence theory with the release of Frames of Mind. A professor of education at Harvard and adjunct professor of neurology at the Boston University School of Medicine, Gardner critiqued the standard view of intelligence, commonly viewed as IQ and referred to as "g" for general intelligence, and proposed the notion that there is not just one intelligence, but multiple intelligences. 

 
Gardner explains that the traditional view of IQ emphasizes mathematical/logical schemes as well as verbal/linguistic skills, and these are the capacities which traditional educational approaches have stressed and assessed. However, he argues there are more than these two intelligences. There are in fact a number of intellectual capacities that individuals possess.

About Howard Gardner:

 
 
Howard Gardner is the John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor in Cognition and Education at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. He also holds positions as Adjunct Professor of Psychology at Harvard University, Adjunct Professor of Neurology at the Boston University School of Medicine, and Chairman of the Steering Committee of Harvard Project Zero. Among numerous honors, Gardner received a MacArthur Prize Fellowship in 1981. He has been awarded eighteen honorary degrees—including degrees from Princeton University, McGill University and Tel Aviv University on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the state of Israel. In 1990, he was the first American to receive the University of Louisville's Grawemeyer Award in education. In 2000 he was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship.

Basic Assumptions for the theory:

The Base Assumptions for Multiple Intelligences are that -

1.  Human beings have evolved to have several distinct intelligences and not one general intelligence

2.  Each intelligence is relatively independent of the others
3.  Any significant achievement involves a blend of intelligences
4.  And these intelligences are valued by cultures around the world, though not always to the same degree.
 
 
Gardner developed his theory from neurology, developmental and cognitive psychology, and anthropology. In order to be admitted as intelligence, an aptitude or talent "had to have been isolated, or spared, in instances of brain damage." It also had to be exhibited in extreme form in idiot savants, prodigies, and geniuses. It must have a distinct developmental history; and as assumption Number 4 suggests, it must be used in the performance of roles that cultures value around the world.

Multiple Intelligences

Multiple intelligences theory, in a nutshell, is a pluralized way of understanding the intellect. Recent advances in cognitive science, developmental psychology and neuroscience suggest that each person's level of intelligence, as it has been traditionally considered, is actually made up of autonomous faculties that can work individually or in concert with other faculties. Howard Gardner originally identified seven such faculties, which he labeled as "intelligences" and later on added the eight faculty of naturalistic: 

1. Linguistic intelligence

2. Logical-mathematical intelligence

3. Spatial intelligence

4. Musical intelligence

5. Body-kinesthetic intelligence

6. Interpersonal Intelligence

7. Intrapersonal intelligence

8. Naturalistic intelligence
1. Linguistic intelligence – It is the ability to think in words and to use language to express and appreciate complex meanings. Authors, poets, journalist, speakers and newscasters exhibit high degrees of this intelligence.

2. Logical-mathematical intelligence – It is the ability to calculate, quantify, consider propositions and hypotheses and carry out complex mathematical operations. Exhibited by scientists, mathematicians, accountants and engineers.

3. Spatial intelligence – It is the ability to think in three-dimensional ways, to perceive external and internal images, to recreate or modify images, to navigate through space and to produce or decode graphic information. Exhibited by architects and artists.

4. Body-kinesthetic intelligence – It is the ability to manipulate objects and fine-tune physical skills. Exhibited by dancers, choreographers and athletes.

5. Musical intelligence – It is the ability to grasp music, sensitivity to pitch, melody, rhythm and tone. Exhibited by musicians, poets, composers, conductors, instrument players.

6. Interpersonal Intelligence – It is the ability to understand and interact effectively with others. Exhibited by helping professionals, teachers and politicians.

7. Intrapersonal intelligence – It is the ability to construct accurate perception of oneself and use this knowledge in planning and directing one’s life. Exhibited by theologians and philosophers.

8. Naturalistic intelligence – It is the ability to recognize flora and fauna, make distinctions in natural world and use this ability productively in hunting, farming and for biological sciences.

Newer domains of intelligence:
 
 
Gardner has never ruled out the possibility that additional intelligences may also exist, for MI research is still in its infancy. In fact, the eighth category of intelligence viz. the Naturalist Intelligence was added later to the list. There's also been some consideration of a ninth intelligence - existential intelligence. 

Existential Intelligence: (Aristotle, Confucius, Einstein, Emerson, Plato, Socrates)

 
 
Individuals with high existential intelligence are those who like and enjoy thinking, and questioning, and are curious about life, death, and ultimate realities. Gardner’s definition for this intelligence is to exhibit the proclivity to pose and ponder questions about life, death and ultimate realities.

Children with this intelligence may show curiosity about:

· What the Earth was like years ago 

· Why they are here on Earth 

· If there is life on another planet 

· Where living things go after they die 

· If there is another dimension 

· If there are ghosts or spirits 

Multiple Intelligence and Learning styles:

 
 
Central to Dr. Gardner’s theory is that every child has his or her own learning style. 

 
  
A learning style is the unique way each person learns most effectively. Learning styles are different approaches or ways of thinking and learning. In another words, a child’s learning style means how the child is processing and learning the information.

 
 
People not only learn at a different pace, but also in different ways. Today it has become widely accepted that every child is unique and has his/her own way to learn. 

 
 
While many children learn information best by reading, (they prefer their teachers write everything out on the board), others learn better through listening or observing. Some like to work in small groups and discuss a question while others like to see pictures related to the subjects they are learning. 

 
 
When parents understand their kids’ learning style they will be able to help and teach them better.



Can parents use more than one learning style? Yes they can, but when the child is learning something new, for best results, it is recommended to approach the new skills through the learning style that is the child's strength. It is also important to use the other learning styles so kids can have chance to develop other intelligences and learning styles as well. 

About the workshop:

Materials included in the kit:

· The leader’s guide which provides the theoretical information and information about the workshop.

· A power-point presentation to be shown to the target audience.

· The marketing and organization module, which provides suggestions for publicity and the successful implementation of the workshop.

· Handouts for the audience:  


# 1. Ideas about intelligence   

# 2. Is this intelligence

# 3. Intelligence-career matching activity

# 4. Assessment of MI and Learning style

· Workshop evaluation form

· A copy of a take-home professionals’ guide

Agenda for the workshop:

Time

Slide


Focus

5 minutes
1


Many Faces of Intelligence: Welcome professionals

* Welcome and introductions of the participants  

5 minutes
2


Workshop overview

10 minutes
3


Intelligence – defining intelligence, myths and 

truths about intelligence (Handouts # 1 and 2) 

10 minutes
4

 
Introduction of multiple intelligence (Handout # 3)

30 minutes      5-12
 

Multiple intelligence categories

10 minutes      13


Linking multiple intelligence with learning styles 

10 minutes 
14


Assessment of  MI and learning styles 

(Handout # 4)

10 minutes
15-16


Summary and evaluation

About the NEPEM Categories and the NEPEF practices:

 
The National Extension Parent Education Model (NEPEM) was developed to provide a set of priority parent practices that focus exclusively on what parents’ can do to enhance the well-being of their children. 

 
These practices are the "what" of parenting education – the core content areas, fundamental skills, and critical parenting practices that are at the heart of classes and workshops. These practices are significant across the full range of childhood and adolescence. Each recommended practice is backed up by the most pertinent research. Educators can use NEPEM as a guide for development of parent education programs, educational materials, and evaluation of program impacts. 

The six priority practices under the NEPEM model are:



 Care for self is knowing and understanding oneself, managing life’s demands, and establishing clear direction.
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    Understand is observing and understanding children and their development   
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  Motivate is stimulating children’s curiosity, imagination, and the search for knowledge of themselves and the world around them
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  Guide
is establishing and maintaining reasonable and loving limits, and helping children to be self-responsible
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  Advocate is using community services when needed, stimulating social change, and building neighborhood and community relationships
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 Nurture is expressing affection and compassion, teaching kindness, and fostering children’s self-respect and hope


This workshop meets the NEPEM requirements of understand, motivate, guide and nurture.

 
Educators’ professional development is supported by the National Extension Parenting Educators’ Framework (NEPEF). It is organized in the same way as NEPEM, outlining six critical educational processes – the "how" or skills of teaching parenting.



  Build is reaching out to build networks, being a community advocate, and connecting organizations to expand the field of parenting education




  Frame is knowing theoretical frameworks that guide practice in the field of parenting education
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  Develop is the planning, marketing and evaluation of programs
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  Educate is being an effective teacher, knowing how to use various delivery methods, and helping parents develop as life-long learners
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  Grow is growing as a professional, knowing oneself and how we relate to others



Embrace is recognizing and responding to differences in ethnicity, family type, and belief systems among parents.
 
This workshop meets the NEPEF requirements of build, frame, develop, and educate.

